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  Due to the weather and “Broncomania” leading up to the Superbowl, the week was a rather “mild” one, so we will get right to the legislation.
House Bill 14-1058:  Genetically modified organisms (GMOs) as they're commonly referred to are described in HB 1058 as “genetically engineered,” meaning “the alteration of organisms and biological materials at the molecular or cellular level by means that are not possible under natural conditions or processes.”
   The bill also describes “genetic engineering” as including “recombinant deoxyribonuleic acid (DNA) and ribonucleic (RNA) techniques, cell fusion, microencapsulation, macroencapsulation, gene deletion and doubling, introduction of a foreign gene, and changing the position of genes.”
   What “genetic engineering” does not include is “the alteration of an organism or biological material by means consisting exclusively of breeding, conjugation, fermentation, hybridization, in vitro fertilization or tissue culture processes.
   HB 1058 amends the Colorado Food and Drug Act to define “genetically engineered.” The amendment sets forth the guidelines under which a person is allowed to sell, distribute or offer food for sale in Colorado and label the food as not containing genetically engineered material.
   This is the catch – such label is allowed if:
· the food contains less than 1 percent genetically engineered material; and
· the person submits an affidavit to the Department of Public Health and Environment (DPHE) affirming that the food meets the above standard.
Point-of-Information:  Under EPA guidelines, it is acceptable for products to have E coli below a certain limit of parts per million.
   Falsely labeling foods as not containing genetically engineered is a misdemeanor offense. Provisions in the bill are the possibility that the DPHE may promulgate rules for administration and enforcement, including a “testing methodology to determine the presence of genetically engineered material.” (Writer's opinion:   This is yet another law with no teeth, just for nothing more than window dressing!)
   Producers currently selling foods with a “non-GMO” label have gained that label by passing a third-party verification process.
   The research on Genetically Modified Organisms (GMOs)  is worthy of several columns, but another day.  
Sponsors of House Bill 14-1058:  Representative Jeanne LaBuda (D-Denver/Jefferson) 866-2966. No sponsor as yet in the Senate.
House Bill 14-1148:  The Victims Rights Act (VRA) was first enacted in 1993. HB 1148 broadens the list of crimes to which the VRA applies and makes several adjustments. Added to the list in the Act are violations of civil protection orders in sex offense cases, coercion of involuntary servitude and all child prostitution offenses.  
   The VRA provides for specific rights of victims of crime including:
· be treated with fairness, respect and dignity;
· be informed of and participate in critical stages of the adjudication process, such as bond reduction or modification, sentencing, parole, reconsideration of sentencing, or commutation of sentencing hearings;
· receive and prepare a victim impact statement;
· be informed about steps that can be taken to prevent victim intimidation or harassment;
· obtain certain pieces of information about the offender, such as his or her location and the results of court-ordered HIV testing;
· receive supportive services, such as employer intercession services; and
· receive notification when a person accused or convicted of a crime is released from custody other than the county jail, is paroled, escapes or absconds from probation or parole.
   The adjustments to the VRA include:
· clarifying that a modification of sentences, including probation, is a critical stage and adds a hearing on record to the definition of a critical stage;
· creating the right for a victim to receive a free copy of the initial incident report from the investigating law enforcement agency;
· creating the right for a victim to be heard at a hearing on record sealing;
· extending the right to be heard to persons who are in the Division of Youth Corrections; and
· making victim notification automatic for victims of a crime committed prior to 1993.
Sponsors of House Bill 14-1148:  Representative Rhonda Fields (D-Arapahoe) 866-3911; and Senator Cheri Jahn (D-Jefferson) 866-4856.
House Bill 14-1068:  Prompted no doubt by the case where a family of five was killed in an auto accident by woman who had been told not to drive without having a neurological exam, HB 1068 will hold physicians responsible for reporting patients to the Colorado Department of Revenue.
   HB 1068 requires that every physician licensed under the Medical Practice Act report “within seven days of diagnosing or learning that a patient under his or her care has been diagnosed with a disorder causing loss, interruption or lapse of consciousness or motor function.” Reports made in good faith means licensed physicians are immune from civil or criminal penalty.
   Upon notification by a registered physician, the Department of Revenue (DOR) is required to cancel the driver's license and notify the person by registered mail. Cancellation may be appealed within 30 days, whereupon the DOR must use existing procedures to determine whether cancellation of the license should be upheld.
   Current law provides for voluntary reports by licensed medical physicians when a physician deems it appropriate. In Fiscal Year 2012-13, there were 1,063 notifications made to the DOR, with an average increase of 10 per cent each of the past three years, according to the Legislative Council Staff Fiscal Note.
Sponsors of House Bill 14-1068: Representative Don Coram (D-Dolores, Montezuma, Montrose and San Miguel) 866-2955. No sponsor as yet in the Senate.  
Senate Bill 14-089:  “Concerning Prohibition for the State to Enter Into an Agreement for a Payment In Lieu of Taxes,” SB 089 clarifies that the state of Colorado is exempt from paying property tax. Payment in lieu of tax is “a payment made by a tax exempt entity to compensate a local government or local taxing jurisdiction for some or all tax revenue that it loses because of the nature of the ownership or use of a particular piece of real property.”
   When a state department such as the Department of Natural Resources acquires property within the boundary of a property-taxing subdivision (such as a county), that subdivision asks for a Payment In Lieu of Taxes, and is reimbursed for any property taxes that it will not receive due to the state's tax-exempt status.
   If passed as introduced, SB 089 would result in a reduction in revenue at the local government level and a reduction in state expenditures.
Sponsors of Senate Bill 14-089:  Senator Gail Schwartz (D-Chaffee, Delta, Eagle, Gunnison, Hinsdale, Lake, Pitkin) 866-4871; and Representative Randy Fischer (D-Larimer) 866-2917.
     The reader's comments or questions are always welcome. E-mail me at doris@dorisbeaver.com.
